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Marcus Briigel (MB), Technical Director, International Working Group
Y—HRT)a1—7)JLIMB), WGTV=HIL-TAL 58—

These minutes focus on the results of the meeting with regard to the agenda points and do not
necessarily reflect the chronological flow of discussions.
NoDBERIIHBFEORAIUIMDORE-RBORBRICERZETTVT, FAEORRIITOIA—FHTL
HRBELTULVLY,

They also contain follow-up information based on the further development of the agenda points
discussed with relevant interpretation or implementation advice. Those sections are marked as ‘follow-up

information’.
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1. Present implementation figures of the GOTS certification system
1. GOTS BRI AT LNDRENDERDERE

MB informs about the current implementation status of the GOTS program. In 2011 one new body has
been approved: BCS Oko-Garantie (approval date: 22n¢ March 2011, accreditation body: DAKKS).
Resulting 14 certification bodies are approved for GOTS now.

Y—ART)a—FILIEGOTSTAY S LDRADEMEKIRIZ DL TERBAL =, 2011 F (T (FFREEHEA A 11E, &R
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REHTLD,

After the enormous growth of certified facilities between 2006 and 2009 the consolidation that started in
2010 continued in 2011. At the end of 2011 2714 facilities have been reported as certified in 57 countries
(after 2754 facilities in 56 countries at the end of 2010). While there was growth in Europe, a drop was
reported from some Asian countries. Still a problem is a huge fluctuation especially in Asia with many
companies applying newly for certification and others (in most cases as they do not get follow-up
GOTS/organic orders) stepping out. In India, again the country with most GOTS certified facilities (955,
following 939 facilities in 2010) there were more than 20% newly certified facilities and about the same
number of facilities resigned.
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Another significant increase was reported in the number of chemical suppliers that got their products
assessed according to GOTS inputs requirements 412 (after 330 in 2011) and in the resulting dyestuffs
3190 (after 2694) and auxiliaries 4805 (after 3933) that got listed as GOTS compliant. With the further
tightened environmental requirements for chemical inputs in GOTS Version 3.0, it is expected that a
number of inputs will not meet the new standard so that the resulting Version 3.0 positive will probably
contain less products.
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A public annual report for the GOTS program was initially compiled for 2011. This includes also the
financial information. More than 60% of the expenses were spent already on promotional and marketing
tools and marketing activities including those carried out by the GOTS regional representatives.
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Follow-up information: The Public Report 2011 was released on 1st March 2012 and is available for
download on our website http://www.global-standard.org/informationcentre/downloads.html

The implementation status is summarized in attached slides.
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2. Information on findings of the Certifiers’ Council meeting, 15 Feb 2012
2. 201252F 158 ORIHE B RITH TS RISOVTOHR

The certifier's meeting that took place the day before was quite productive.
TOZAII AT — ORI BICFAESN - RAREFER LERICEYZELDTH -,

The meeting was conducted in a professional and pleasant working atmosphere; especially the
presence of the Coordinator, IWG representatives and the marketing project manager in the first part
was appreciated. While the certifiers remain interested and concerned about the marketing strategies
and efforts of the IWG, the demand for direct participation in the IWG or TC was no longer raised. In the
further development of GOTS, numerous certifiers see the need to add specified criteria for specific
non-garment products (such as home, technical and hygienic textiles).
REBFEMAHTRLORVEESK TN, HITa—TAR—F—DANIILR)LE-FREI4T  IWGD R FKT=H. 7
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With regard to implementation deadline of Version 3.0 a substantial challenge was reported: the
(re-)assessment of the thousands of chemical inputs applied according Version 3.0 could not completely
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be finalized by the GOTS approved certifiers right in time to allow wet processing companies to rematch
all of their recipes before the end of the implementation period of Version 3.0 (1st March 2012). It was
consensus that this should not lead to potential disadvantage to the wet processing companies
concerned and their clients. Accordingly the wet processing industry should have sufficient time to
(re)match their Version 3.0 compliant recipes, if necessary.
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Follow-up information: The IWG decided in its meeting on 17w February 2012 to extend the
implementation period for Version 3.0 by 6 months to 1st September 2012 but limited this extension to
the use of approved chemical inputs.
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The final minutes of the Certifier Council meeting has been sent to the TC members on 5t April 2012.
AR ORBREBEBERIITIZNIL-ASTA— DA /N—(Z(F20125F4 A5 (TE 2TV,

3. GOTS Version 3.0 and related Manual
3. GOTS /\—>3y 30 & BETRY=27I

- Current status of implementation (with regard to implementation deadline 1st March 2012):
- RO (KD &K AAR2012E3F 1B DE RN D)

The progress in stakeholder involvement in the last revision process as well as the changes and
additions in the content made in Version 3.0 of GOTS and the corresponding Manual are widely
appreciated in the market. The only challenge that affected the practicability of the current standard and
its implementation process reported was the chemical input (re-)assessment as mentioned above in
section 2. The TC recommended to the IWG the corrective measure to extend the implementation
deadline that was decided as stated above. Other implementation challenges reported were the timely
certification of ginneries according to GOTS, the resistance of B2B traders to become certified as
precondition that the final product can be labelled and the availability of operator’s data on energy and
water consumption per kg of textile output as well as procedures in place to reduce the same. However it
is expected that all of these challenges can be handled without further corrective actions. The energy
and water consumption topic is on the agenda for this year’s certifier’s training program (30" May 2012).
AIEORETO LA THEEREELESZAALERE, RRIZGOTSD/N—23030EENITHIET HY=aT I
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- Current situation with regard to the exceptional permission of legally required treatments of raw
materials in GOTS 2.4.14 (phytosanitary regulations in the U.S.; fumigation <—> controlled atmosphere):
Currently (organic) raw cotton imported to the US still needs to be fumigated (with methyl bromide) under
legal requirement. Jessica Poingt reports on behalf of Gwendolyn Wyard about the activities already
initialized by OTA / Gwendolyn to get alternative technologies approved that would meet organic
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production standards as well as GOTS. Most promising is the controlled atmosphere method as offered
by the Dutch based company EcO2 which is approved in Europe already. Online meetings with EcO2
representatives were already conducted and discussions with USDA have been taken up. The TC is
interested to drop the exceptional permission as soon as possible.

- GOTSM2.414(EFRF2.412)(T A) DDEMIRERE  JBRLEESN-ERT, FHOZEMICERSNHNE
[ZDOVWTOBINIGEFRNIZEAT ARK  BEEH —HAZvITEIUARL L aFIILTEH) T A AICHMA SN S RRIE
FEENGEHOLET(RIEAFILVT)EETIRENH D, V0TV R) - DAV —FITRbo>THELI=D Y
H-RAVRHY, GOTSOF —H vV RIEREICEE T HIRBEA TV /O —EFITANST= ., T TITOTAET I
URYUNIZE S TIODONIZFERHICDOWTIHRE L2, 2L BELDEFATUFT R DECO20IRETHAHIEEIN
~ERETI—AYNTIET TICERBIN TN ECO20RKREDF U FAURBEMN T TITTbN, TAVNWEHRE
EDFELEVLIRESTLS, TYV=AIL-aAZT—,LTIETES (T RGN G HFRIZ BY T IF 5 &ITEBRA
Hd.

Follow-up information: On 24t April 2012 a meeting facilitated by Gwendolyn Wyard was scheduled
with USDA’s APHIS in order to discuss the possibility to approve alternative non-chemical treatment
technologies. Gwendolyn will keep the TC informed on the progress.

A=y : 201284 24 BT VxR - DAV —FHRERYLI-7A)HEBHEDOBIEMIRER
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- Discussion on the direction and topics to further develop the standard
- GOTSOELLIERDAMET—TIZDOVNTDEE

The Technical Committee acknowledges the need to add product specific requirements for product
groups of the non-garment sector (as discussed in the Certifier's Council). Accordingly in the up-coming
revision process the creation of specific requirements for textile products such as personal care products,
home textiles and relevant technical textiles will be considered. Lee Holdstock informed that Soll
Association will probably be able to provide expertise in the field of criteria setting for personal care
products.

TO=HIL AT —(XGERAEBE T E S THEIN LS. KIRUN DD FORZ T IL—T DI WRIZIE
CE-BEDEHEFITMASLEREZRDD, HOoTREDEERETALRATIK. A=V FIL-rT7ER . RER
MHRNR. ZETETIZNIL-TEREMNIGEDHMMERZD-ODREEH DI ERENRFTEINLZE5, Y
— IR—=ILRRAMYIIEI AT I T—2a0 BN —YF )L TT7EB~DHEEERZTE DN B CTHEMAMBEIRG
TEHEASEERBALz, (=5 ATXEACosmosD &)

(RES%) New certification is a result of Europe’s leading natural cosmetic certifiers coming together and
forming a non-profit association, COSMOS-standard AISBL. The COSMOS-standard association consists of
five founding members who now authorize and oversee the certification, including the Soil Association (UK),
Ecocert (France), Cosmebio (France), BDIH (Germany) and AIAB/ICEA (Italy).)

Follow-up information: Sarah Compson of the Soil Association informed on 23rd April that she is in the
process of setting up a working group for personal care products, with the aim of drafting some
specific standards in order to help inform the next GOTS revision.

240—F VT ER: VALY IT—23>DH 532 F ) (Ethical Trade project manager)ht. XD GOTSHET
THATESSOHAEDHEREDEEEYETEMELIZ. N\—VFIL-TTHED-ODEEHEDIE L
(FOEFEEHREHALTINSE, 4H23B [TEHR L TET-, (COSMOS-standard AISBLD X% [&Francis Blake)

The TC identified use of environmentally improved (man-made) fibers (for the nonorganic fiber share)
such as regenerated fibers with improved processing technology or recycled fibers as another field of
attention in the next revision process. Also the status of regenerated (cellulosic) fibers from organic raw
materials could be discussed there.

Minutes of the GOTS Technical Committee meeting, 16th Feb 2012, page4 of 7



TOZAI-AZT— (& REDOEERETOLRAT, (GOTSH DA —H =y V#li# THEVOE N DIREMICH
RENFZ(ANEMHEFESIC LR, HIZ LR REINMIRMEESIBEME. HOVIMOLHFTEESN
TWBY YAV E A —H v IR LELN (LI O—RZD)BEMED KR E I TEEE
nad1r=563,

The next revision process is scheduled to start in early 2013 with the aim to finalize the next revised
version of GOTS in early 2014.

REIQEEHETOLRIE, ROBERGOTSZ2012F M AICHESEHILEBMELT, 2013FHFITRE—F
SEDFEZLTLD,

4. Issues related to the quality assurance system
4. RERAESRATLICETHSEE

- Unified templates for Scope and Transaction Certificates
- Eﬂlﬂnlunﬁitﬂyglmuﬂ—tio)ﬁ éhf-uf&ﬁ/

In a joint initiative the IWG and Textile Exchange developed harmonized policies and templates for
transaction and scope certificates. The templates unify layout, format and text of both certificate types
among the different certifiers and standards. The drafts have been presented to the TC.

HEIOBMYBADH T, GOTS IWGETFREAAMIL-THVRAFoIIE, @EREE LG IRAZCOVTHMD EN
T’jﬁf‘f&"oJZUUEﬁxEFﬁE]%LT:O E&%mbnﬁ%%ﬁ&g—ﬁo)q]—c ﬁ%wnnu nl—l:io)’ﬂ’rj@uf& ‘lil/’f7‘7f\ 7%
—IYh XEN—Shi=, BRI TI=AI, IST+—THAIN =,

Follow up information: The policies and templates to issue Scope and Transaction Certificates have
been finalized on 6t March 2012 and were put on the website
http://www.global-standard.org/certification/certificatetemplates.html.

The new templates are to be used by the GOTS (and Textile Exchange) approved certifiers for any
scope and transaction certificates issued from 1st September 2012 onwards.

240—7y 1R HERAELIMEIRAELHTTH-ODHEHEVLERIF201263 A6 B ITRKRELD
T 74 A khttp://www.global-standard.org/certification/certificatetemplates.html. [Z&E 5 1=,
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ENDT AN TOEHEREELWMEIRAEIEONIIELLED,

- Complaint Procedure for issues related to the implementation of the GOTS quality assurance and
complaint procedure

- GOTSRERIADEEICEAFKRIT HHEOHRERLITFHREXENF TYN

A complaint procedure (has been) developed to ensure a formalized, timely and effective means of
handling and resolving any complaints raised with regard to:

LTOEANSIRESNDITARATOERFE. EEILSN=2/ L —THEMGRYIRWNEBROFEREERTS
-OERFRLITERENERSINT .

* unauthorised, false or misleading use of the GOTS logo or other claims related to GOTS
(certification)
HAEBTOEN, BYDH DN ILEMAEEEGOTSAT DA, H2ULEGOTSEREDICEFZR T 22Dt ik

» failures or omissions in the course of the GOTS certification procedure
GOTSRREEFMEDRNDPTHRIEEFHRMY

+ any other abuses of the GOTS quality assurance or the licensing and labeling system
ZDMT R TOGOTSHERIEDHANIFA LU RESIRNYL T DFSIEDEARA

* violations against the ownership and other rights of /in the Global Organic Textile Standard
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It is generally the task of the Technical Director to file and process corresponding complains. In
accordance with chapter 7.2 of the procedure, where initial investigation leads to the suspicion of severe
failures or omissions of the work of an approved certification body the case will be referred to the GOTS
Technical Committee which, after investigation, makes a recommendation as to any further action to the
GOTS Managing Director.

—RMICIRHSN =B HEEI7AILLABTSDETI= AL -TALIZ—DEHESIND, FHEBLILTFHED
12IBIZENIE ZPDAED . RRINRAHREDOLEBICEXRLGREHSVEFIRMYDEENIZEIGZE. AL
I TIFGOTSDTI=HIL-AZTs—(AFFESN REDRIC. TVZHIIL-AZSTA—([FEITRAIDDFILTIZDOWNT
DEEEGOTSOIR—IU T - TALYE—IZT %,

Follow-up information: Complaint procedure and corresponding form have been released by the
International Working Group and are available since 1st March 2012 for download on the website
http://www.global-standard.org/licensing-andlabelling/complaintprocedure.html

2AA—F7yvTIER: SEALILCFHESLZOERARAMIL2012F3A1BICIWGHLHKERSN, VT H A+
http://www.global-standard.org/licensing-andlabelling/complaintprocedure.html A4 > O—KAVElHE
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- Challenges for implementing certification criteria of small scale processors (especially Japan) and
traders/wholesalers (all sales markets, especially U.S.):
- IMNREBEGHENMTIEZEEGEICER) EEA/EBE(ERFETE. FIST AN DRI EEEDEROEHS

Joca finally abolished its document verifying certification system and the related quality labels ‘pure’ and
‘blended’ in 2011 in line with the stipulations for IWG members. Meeting the GOTS certification
requirements remains a problem for small scale businesses in Japan because of the high certification
cost. In conjunction with GOTS 4.1 where the option is provided that certifiers may decide on exceptions
from the annual onsite inspection cycle for small-scale sub-contractors with a low risk potential regarding
environmental and social criteria Joca is working on a concept especially with Control Union Japan that
makes use of this rule and establishes an internal control system for operators employing not more than
10 production workers — that can be considered as ‘small-scale’ in this context according to the
interpretation advice for chapter 4.1 in the GOTS Manual.

JOCA[L &AM B EMMETMBEL L AT LEETNIZEFRT Sl pure I &Mblended IDRE T NILE IWGAV/A—EDFR
EIZHRE>T2011FIZEE LTz, GOTSRRADEHRITEDLEAICIE. BAD/NMRBEREFICTB UV RIIR D HE
MNESTLVD, R IL, RIBECHESMGH ERETEAENITIBEIRITHA/NMABOTHEITERELZ. £1EO
BIGHRBEDY A VILNSBRNT HIENTED, EVIATLav A EDLNTINHGOTSDAIEDENYDF T,
JOCAIFHFIZAUMA— )L A=A Dv/U & COREDFEREY T4 F—V ORNEEE S R T LDFEILIDT-
HDEBIEYEL TS, GOTSDY a7 L DANEDBIRTENARIZENE, Y TSAF—U & BRT D%
FTCHEEBI0AUTA, COXARTEI/MAEIERGT IENTES

Traders/wholesalers are further briefed especially by the certifiers and GOTS regional representatives
about the requirement to become certified. With the increasing public recognition of the GOTS label the
system slowly gains acceptance in the market, also in the US a couple of traders newly became certified
in 2011 and 2012 already.

Eatt/ENEE (E ., R ICERRERA L GOTS g KR Mo, FREISN A= DERFIBEIZOVWTELLFRIRMEZ T
V%, GOTSTRILD— R RBDRIMEN LA >TNDDT, RBEAV AT LIFR O KULEATIZICZ T ANOGND &
1273, 2011 F L2012 (224 DA FTLCEREE S L=,

5. Organizational
5. #HBLtnEIR

- Options to get further experts involved in the work of the TC, where required
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A need is seen by the IWG for extended competence in the TC (in particular with regard to competence
in the social part of the standard) while maintaining the original intention that all IWG member
organizations are represented in the TC.
TOZAI-AZTA—DRENZLRRGFICEREDOHSHLGE S DREANICEAL OT S L TIWGIEREENHEHERT
W5, —ATTRTODWGHD AV N—IETI=HIL-aSTA—ITRFREZBLEVSI TR DERIEHET S,

Follow-up information: The IWG decided in its meeting on 17w February 2012 that the TC shall be
given the right to co-opt up to three further members. WG may veto any cooption. The TC Terms of
reference have been revised accordingly. After their approval by the IWG they’ll be circulated to the
TC members.

240—7 Y7 IEH: WGIEZD201282R17THORET., TIV=NIL-ASTA—(FBAFTODELGDH A /N—%F
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—DERFEFRSTHETENT =, WGHDEZEDRIZ. TNLETIZAIL-OZTA— DAV N—ICEIESN D,

Follow-up information: Francis Blake, representing Soil Association in the IWG, informed on 19t April
2012, that Chris Atkinson, Head of Standards at Soil Association, will follow Lee Holdstock in the
GOTS Technical Committee, who stepped back after he was reemployed by the Soil Association
Certification Ltd.

IAA—FYTER: VAL -TIPI—23aVDWGIZHEITERERTHEITUR-TLA71F201284F198., V
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Minutes taken by Marcus Brigel,
Wednesday, 25t April 2012
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Confliction between minutes and term of reference

Minutes of GOTS Technical Committee

5. Organizational
Follow-up information: The IWG decided in its meeting on 17th February 2012 that the TC shall be
given the right to co-opt up to three further members. IWG may veto any cooption. The TC Terms of
reference have been revised accordingly. After their approval by the IWG they’ll be circulated to the
TC members.

GOTS Technical committee Term of reference

1. Representations

1.1. The Technical Committee (TC) shall be composed of one expert appointee from each member
organization of the International Working Group on Global Organic Textile Standard (hereinafter
referred to as the “International Working Group”), the GOTS Technical Director, and up to three
further expert members to be co-opted from time to time by the Technical Committee if it feels that
additional expertise is required on a permanent basis and the IWG does not veto the co-option.

In fact the IWG shall have the right to veto any co-option. | think the wording of chapter 1.1 of the
Technical Committee terms of reference is still correct. The meaning is that the Technical Committee can
only co-opt an additional member if the IWG does not veto this co-option.

Marcus Bruegel
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